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ACL News & Information 

Here is a link to news & information from the Administration for Community Living (ACL):  

https://acl.gov/ 

 

NASUAD Information 

Here is a link to state technical assistance from NASUAD: 

http://www.nasuad.org/state-technical-assistance 
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Commonwealth Council on Aging 2018 Best Practices Awards 

Amy Marschean, Senior Policy Analyst 

The Commonwealth Council on Aging is sponsoring the 2018 Best Practices Award Program 

funded by Dominion Energy targeted to organizations serving older Virginians and their 

families. As we struggle to meet the challenges of serving a rapidly aging population during a 

time of budget cuts and growing demand, we need to share our best practices and applaud our 

successes. Instructions, nomination forms, and information on previous Best Practices Award 

Winners are on the Virginia Division for Community Living-Aging Services Boards and 

Councils website https://www.vda.virginia.gov/boardsandcouncils.htm  under the 

What’s New! heading.  Nominations for the 2018 Awards must be received by 5pm on 

March 1, 2018. 

This is the thirteenth year of the Best Practices Awards and the Council is pleased to offer 

monetary awards to the top winners: The first place program will receive $5,000; second 

place, $3,000; and third place, $2,000. The Council will also recognize three honorable 

mention programs. 

The awards will be given to innovative programs and services that assist older adults to age in 

the community. This invites an opportunity to recognize creativity in services that foster 

“Livable Communities” and/or “Home and Community Based Supports” - from transportation 

to housing, from caregiver support to intergenerational programming. The Council believes 

the door is wide open for creative best practices. 
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2018 Statewide TRIAD Conference 

Amy Marschean, Senior Policy Analyst 

 

IT’S TRIAD TIME! 

Please plan on joining us for the 2018 Statewide Triad Conference 
presented by 

the Office of Attorney General Mark R. Herring and the Virginia State 
Triad/S.A.L.T Council. 

Where:  Great Wolf Lodge, 549 E. Rochambeau Drive, Williamsburg, VA 
23188  https://www.greatwolf.com/williamsburg  

When:   April 17-18, 2018 with a pre-conference workshop on Monday 
afternoon, April 16th.   

Hot Topics Include:   Scams and Fraud, Senior Safety, Companion Animals, 
Prescription Drugs, and more!   

Registration Fee:  $50.00 per person, which includes breakfast and lunch 
on April 17th and breakfast on April 18th.  Register online at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virginia-triad-conference-tickets-
42871951160  

Grab A Room Now!   To reserve your room, call Great Wolf Lodge’s toll-free Central 
Reservations Department at 1-866-972-9653.  Be sure to mention the reservation  

https://www.greatwolf.com/williamsburg
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virginia-triad-conference-tickets-42871951160
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/virginia-triad-conference-tickets-42871951160


 

 

 

code 1804TRIAD to ensure that you get the conference rate of $99+tax per night. 
All reservations must be accompanied by a first night room deposit. Each individual 
has up to 7 days prior to arrival to cancel with a fee of 15% of your deposit. If you 
cancel 4-6 days prior to arrival, there will be a 30% fee, and 3 days or less of arrival, 
the deposit becomes non-refundable. The deadline for reserving your room is 

3/16/2018. 

Agenda, scholarship opportunities, and information on sponsorship will be forthcoming.  We 
hope you are able to join us! 

A. Shannon Freeman 
Interim Director, Programs and Community Outreach 
Office of the Attorney General 
202 North 9th Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
(804) 692-0484 Office 
(804) 972-1234 Mobile 

SFreeman@oag.state.va.us 
http://www.ag.virginia.gov 
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SAMHSA Webinar Session: Substance Abuse Among Older Adults 

Kathy B. Miller, Director of Aging Programs 

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Center 
for Substance Abuse Prevention will be hosting the second webinar session of the 
Substance Abuse Among Older Adults series.  This session entitled: Opioid Issues & 
Trends Among Older Adults in Rural America will take place on Wednesday, 
February 21, 2018 from 2:30-3:30 p.m. EST. 

 

Please see the attached flyer for further details and register by visiting the following 
website: https://www.jbsinternational.com/expertise/opioid-epidemic no later than 
Thursday, February 15, 2018. 
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SUBSTANCE ABUSE AMONG OLDER ADULTS: 
An Emerging Public Health Crisis
A webinar series brought to you by SAMHSA's State TA Project

Opioid Issues & Trends 
Among Older Adults in 
Rural America
FEBRUARY 21, 2018
2:30–3:30 p.m. EST

Rural Americans are twice as likely to die from opioid 
misuse as their urban counterparts—and adults ages 45 
and older comprise nearly half of these deaths. 
A shortage of resources and limited access to care—combined with 
adverse socioeconomic conditions—are creating crises for many 
rural American families. Experts predict that the combination of the 
rural opioid epidemic and the aging of America’s population will place 
enormous pressure on health care systems, emergency response 
services, law enforcement, and other community services in the years 
to come. 

This webinar presents the facts behind this public health crisis and 
offers possible solutions.

Presenters
Paul Moore, D.Ph.—Executive Secretary for the National Advisory Committee 
on Rural Health and Human Services, U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services

William Benson, Ph.D., Health Benefits ABCs—Co-author of the recent 
study “Raising Awareness and Seeking Solutions to the Opioid Epidemic’s 
Impact on Rural Older Adults,” commissioned by Grantmakers in Aging  

Who Should Attend
Individuals and organizations interested in understanding and ending the 
opioid crisis in rural America

Registration is open through 
February 16, 2018
Click HERE to register, view previous 
webinars in the series, and access 
webinar materials. 

Or go to: 

https://www.jbsinternational.com/
expertise/opioid-epidemic 

Upcoming webinars 
in this series

• Organizing for Change: Assessing
needs and mobilizing partnerships

• Taking Action: Policies, practices, and
programs that reduce problems and
promote health across the lifespan

• State Showcase: Effective responses
to substance abuse in older adults.

Who to Contact
For general information and questions 
regarding registration:

OAWebinarSeries@jbsinternational.com 

S A M H S A ’ s  S t a t e  Te c h n i c a l  A s s i s t a n c e  C o n t r a c t

mail to:OAWebinarSeries@jbsinternational.com
https://www.jbsinternational.com/expertise/opioid-epidemic
https://www.jbsinternational.com/expertise/opioid-epidemic
https://www.jbsinternational.com/expertise/opioid-epidemic


 

 

 

DMAS Soliciting Applications for Civil Monetary Fund Projects 

Funding 

Cecily Slasor on behalf of Tim Catherman, DMAS 

DMAS is soliciting applications from qualified organizations for the purpose of 
determining eligibility to receive CMP Funds.  To be eligible for consideration, 
organizations must have submitted the required documentation, as outlined, to the 
Department of Medical Assistance Services no later than 2:00 pm, Eastern Standard 
Time Friday, March 30, 2018.  Specific details about this solicitation are available at 
CMP RFA 2018.   
For more information, go to http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_pgs/ltc-
cmp.aspx.  Additional questions or concerns can be forwarded to 
CMPFunds@dmas.virginia.gov.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dmas.virginia.gov/Content_atchs/ltc/CMP%20RFA%202018.pdf
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 Webinar: Home- and Community- Based Services (HCBS) 
Quality Measurement Tools 

The Home and Community- Based Services (HCBS) Quality 
Measurement Tools webinar is the fourth event in ACL's HCBS 
quality informational webinar series. Join us on February 21st 

at 2pm EST to learn from Center for Medicaid and Medicare 
Services (CMS) experts about HCBS quality measurement 
tools.   

Agenda items will include background and progress updates 
on the HCBS Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers 
and Systems (CAHPS) survey, the Experience of Care (EOC) 
Survey and the Functional Assessment Standardized Items 
(FASI), and how these tools can be used at state and local 
levels. The webinar will conclude with a brief question and 
answer session.  

Speakers: 

- Jean Close, CMS 

- Kerry Lida, CMS 

- Susan Raetman, Truven/IBM 

- Elizabeth Frentzel, American Institutes for Research (AIR) 

Please click here to register for the webinar. 

Note: Registrants will receive the participant access information 
and a pin number via email for logging into this webinar. 

*** 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjA4Ljg1MDUzODExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIwOC44NTA1MzgxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTg0MDc5JmVtYWlsaWQ9Q2VjaWx5LnNsYXNvckBkYXJzLnZpcmdpbmlhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9Q2VjaWx5LnNsYXNvckBkYXJzLnZpcmdpbmlhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&https://www.mymeetings.com/emeet/rsvp/index.jsp?customHeader=mymeetings&Conference_ID=6852260&passcode=1556059


 

 

View the archive for the previous webinars on the HCBS 
quality webpage. 

Any questions? Please email: HCBS-Quality@acl.hhs.gov. 
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mailto:HCBS-Quality@acl.hhs.gov


 

 

 

  February 7, 2018 

Health Affairs Articles Highlight Positive Health Impacts of 
Community-Based Organizations 

In a recent Health Affairs blog, authors from the Aging and 
Disability Business Institute examined the progress community-
based organizations (such as area agencies on aging, centers for 
independent living, and others) have made in partnering with 
health care organizations to better integrate human services and 
community living supports. 

Previous research indicates that social services (such as 
housing, nutrition/meals, and income support) can both 
improve health and reduce  costs. Additionally, other evidence 
suggests that communities with lower health care use and 
spending for older adults tend to have strong collaborations 
among organizations in both the health and social sectors (such 
as hospitals and area agencies on aging). 

The blog also highlights findings from a research article* 
published by Health Affairs that explored the measurable 
impacts of Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs) for improving 
health outcomes and lowering health care costs of older adults. 
In this article, an analysis of data from a 2013 national survey of 
AAAs explored whether their activities helped with avoidable 
health care usage and prevented unnecessary health care 
spending in their counties during 2014.  

Findings include (from the article abstract): 

 "Counties whose AAAs had programs to divert older 
adults from nursing home placement had significantly 
lower avoidable nursing home use, compared to counties 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjA3Ljg0OTg5MDIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIwNy44NDk4OTAyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTgzNjI5JmVtYWlsaWQ9Q2VjaWx5LnNsYXNvckBkYXJzLnZpcmdpbmlhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9Q2VjaWx5LnNsYXNvckBkYXJzLnZpcmdpbmlhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20180130.620899/full/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjA3Ljg0OTg5MDIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIwNy44NDk4OTAyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTgzNjI5JmVtYWlsaWQ9Q2VjaWx5LnNsYXNvckBkYXJzLnZpcmdpbmlhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9Q2VjaWx5LnNsYXNvckBkYXJzLnZpcmdpbmlhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&https://www.aginganddisabilitybusinessinstitute.org/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwMjA3Ljg0OTg5MDIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDIwNy44NDk4OTAyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTgzNjI5JmVtYWlsaWQ9Q2VjaWx5LnNsYXNvckBkYXJzLnZpcmdpbmlhLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9Q2VjaWx5LnNsYXNvckBkYXJzLnZpcmdpbmlhLmdvdiZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&101&&&https://www.aginganddisabilitybusinessinstitute.org/


 

 

whose AAAs lacked such programs."  

 "Counties whose AAAs maintained informal 
partnerships with a broad range of organizations in 
health care and other sectors had significantly lower 
hospital readmission rates, compared to counties whose 
AAAs had informal partnerships with fewer types of 
organizations."  

 "AAAs may be a promising source of leadership for 
cross-sectoral partnerships that effectively address both 
social and medical determinants of health for older 
adults."  

Read the blog or research article for more details. 

* Note: Access to the research article, titled "Cross-Sectorial 
Partnerships By Area Agencies On Aging: Associations with Health 
Care Use and Spending," requires a paid subscription to the Health 
Affairs website. The article also can be purchased from Health Affairs 
individually.  

*** 

Learn more about ACL's Business Acumen Initiative to help 
states and community-based organizations build networks and 
respond to delivery system changes, including technical 
assistance, building business capacity for successful contracting 
with integrated care entities, and developing pathways to 
sustainability. 

  

 

 

 

Link to DARS Independent Living Monthly Newsletter 

Rhonda Jeter, MS, CRC, Director of Independent Living  
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Past issues of IL News Notes are posted on the DARS IL Public Forms Cabinet:   

https://www.vadars.org/formscabinet/Formscabinet.asp?pass=et1&t1=CIL&pg= 

https://www.vadars.org/formscabinet/Formscabinet.asp?pass=et1&t1=CIL&pg



